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CAMPAIGN 

CHRONICLES 

A MESSAGE FROM BECKY SPENCER 

For over 100 years YMCA Storer Camps has 
impacted lives.  We do this by teaching individuals 
to develop hearts for loving, minds for learning 
and bodies for action.  We know all these things 
that kids learn at camp are helping everyone cope 
through the pandemic.   

We miss you.  We miss the students that were to 
be here for outdoor education.  We miss our 
weekend groups and wish you could be here to 
enjoy camp.   

We are hopeful and are planning for summer camp.  
We are hiring staff, registering kids and planning 
to have one of the best summers ever. 

Thank you so much for sticking with us through 
these times.  Be on the lookout for more news in 
the weeks to come. 

Have a great day and please remember everything 
about making a difference in the lives of others.  
Stay well and healthy. 

KEEPING YOU UP-TO-DATE WITH ALL THINGS ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 2020 

STORER’S RESPONSE  
TO COVID-19 

We have pared back our staffing, 
nonessential services, and other 
expenses.  Each person has specific 
roles in planning summer camp,  
engaging campers and families on 
social media, coordinating the 
scheduling for future schools and 
groups, and taking care of our  
facilities and grounds.  Members of 
our leadership team also work in 
YMCA Pandemic Child Care Centers  
set up to meet medical personnel 
and first responders’ child care 
needs. 

When we had to suddenly reduce our 
staffing because of the virus, our 
staff was able to stay in their camp 
housing until they were ready to 
move on.  Meals were served in the 
dining hall until the perishable food 
was gone. 

We started a special campaign to 
raise funds to support our 80 camp 
animals. Spring is the time the  
horses all need their vaccinations 
and boosters along with their  
regular care and feed.  

We have also been able to use some 
of our resources during the crisis to 
help our YMCA.  Camp is loaning 
lawn mowers to the association for 
branch lawns to be mowed.  We 
loaned to our Pandemic Child Care 
centers our CLOROX-360 machine 
and the chemicals used to disinfect 
the centers at the end of each  
evening.  

Our CEO, Brad Toft, has been 

providing calm and strong leadership 

throughout this process, taking 

great care to include Storer Camps 

in the planning of our Toledo Y’s 

future beyond COVID-19.  
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WE NEED 
YOUR HELP 
Your gifts to YMCA Storer 
Camps not only support 
scholarships, but sustaining 
funds for camp operations.  A 
gift to Storer now ensures life 
changing experience for 
generations to come.  
Together, we are all helping to 
make a difference. 

CAMP LOVE LETTER HIGHLIGHTS 

A few weeks ago, we asked for “camp love letters” from our alumni over 
social media.  We were extremely touched by all of the kind responses.  
Here are some of our favorite snippets from the letters that show just 
how special a place YMCA Storer Camps is. 

“Camp always makes me smile and I’m so, so fortunate to be able to have 
gone there many times since I was young. Because of camp, I have 
became more independent, more confident and have learned more (and 
taught more) life skills than I could anywhere else.”  

“The last five years have been the best summers and have inspired me to 
pursue a full-time counselor position once I am old enough.  Storer is my 
home away from home.”  

“There were so many firsts, and you were the backdrop for them all. 
Sometimes, when being an adult gets too hard or too overwhelming, I 
close my eyes and I go back to all those special places at camp and 
memories that are stored like movies in my mind. I smell the smells, I hear 
the songs, I remember the faces...I transport myself to the place I 
remember forming me into the woman I am today. ”  

“The perpetually beautiful sunsets over the lake viewed from South Side 
and the soft sand under my feet at the Oasis at Ranch remind me of all 
the incredible lifelong memories I've made with the friends that I still 
contact daily.”  

“I now know who I am because I let you in to shine light on the places I 
had covered up because I was too afraid to be seen. Thank you so much 
and never stop shining your light on everyone who enters.” 

“I’ll never forget—God first, the other fellow second and I’m Third.” 

QUESTIONS? 

 

Should you like more 

information about the 2020 

Annual Campaign or more 

information on how Storer is 

addressing the COVID-19 

pandemic, please call us or 

contact Derek Bycraft at 

dbycraft@ymcastorercamps.org 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CAMP? 

Though camp programs are currently suspended, we 
are continuing to plan for an amazing Summer 2020 
and staying connected with our campers! 

Kate, Jesse and Brian have been hosting group calls 
with our teen campers through the Icebreakers 
online application.  Campers have a chance to chat 
with one another with a question prompt. 

The YMCA Storer Camps Facebook and Instagram 
pages have been posting fun activities such as a 
Storer coloring book and interactive events such as 
a story writing contest and virtual campfires. 

Storer Alumni have taken part in the YMCA of 
Greater Toledo’s “My Y Story” campaign, sharing 
memories of camp and encouraging members to 
#StickWithUs. 


